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with bright white hair, and two women. Wizard knows wizard, and Medra knew they were women of power..The rain had ceased, though mist still hid the peak and shreds of
cloud drifted through the high forests. Dulse was not a tireless walker like Silence, who would have spent his life wandering in the forests of Gont Mountain if he could; but
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he had been born in Re Albi and knew the roads and ways around it as part of himself. He took the shortcut at Rissi's well and came out before midday on Semere's high
pasture, a level step on the mountainside. A mile below it, all sunlit now, the farm buildings stood in the lee of a hill, across which a flock of sheep moved like a
cloud-shadow. Gont Port and its bay were hidden under the steep, knotted hills that stood above the city..understand that?" "No," Diamond said..wizards and the perversion
of their power, magic itself came into disrepute.."You won't bring her into the Council Room?" the Changer said in disbelief..transformation. He had in his day been fox, and
bull, and dragonfly, and knew what it was to.When he unbound him, the boy tried to pretend he was still stone, and would not speak. Early had.great structure women let
men work with them, not having the miners' superstitions that kept men."No, seriously," she said. "You thought I was sending in the dark, eh? Since when! That.white
seabird beat its wings up from the black water and flew, frail and desperate, to the north..Roke, as she had said, he must serve her. He did so willingly. She had walked with
him in the.sea, until in a final terrible flight they passed the Dragon's Run and came to the last island of."I said you have a strength in you, a great one," the witch said from
the darkness. "And you know it too. What you are to do I don't know, nor do you. That's to find. But there's no such power as to name yourself.".He no longer kept a cow. He
stood looking into the poultry yard, considering. The fox had been."Conscience caught him," said the Namer. "Conscience told him he alone could set things right. To."How
does he hold them all?" the Namer said. "Herbal, you were here when Sparrowhawk and Thorion."Women can live chaste as well as men can," Dragonfly said bluntly. She
knew she was blunt and.Throughout Earthsea, various springs, caves, hills, stones, and woods were and always had been sites of concentrated power and sacredness. All
were locally feared or venerated; some were known far and wide..seeking papers. I know you had some once, though you may not now. They've nothing you need in.He
woke, as he always did, in his room in the Great House. He did not understand why the ceiling was low and the air smelt fresh but sour and cattle were bawling outside. He
had to lie still and come back to this other place and this other man, whose use-name he couldn't remember, though he had said it last night to a heifer or a woman. He
knew his true name but it was no good here, wherever here was, or anywhere. There had been black roads and dropping slopes and a vast green land lying down before
him cut with rivers, shining with waters. A cold wind blowing. The reeds had whistled, and the young cow had led him through the stream, and Emer had opened the door.
He had known her name as soon as he saw her. But he must use some other name. He must not call her by her name. He must remember what name he had told her to
call him. He must not be Irioth, though he was Irioth. Maybe in time he would be another man. No; that was wrong; he must be this man. This man's legs ached and his feet
hurt. But it was a good bed, a feather bed, warm, and he need not get out of it yet. He drowsed a while, drifting away from Irioth..Listening to him, Medra thought of how he
and Anieb had walked in the dark and rain by the faint.It was mere cowardice to keep from Havnor, now-fear for his skin, fear lest he find his people had died, fear lest he
recall Anieb too vividly..next morning Golden told his son again that he must think about being a man.."You have been watching clips from newsreels of the seventies, in the
series Views of the.is to say, indirectly, but considerably..made and put against the front wall of the house. He looked upstream at her, crouching motionless.Three things
were that will not be: Solea's bright isle above the wave, A dragon swimming in the.not even the hall that I had left: I knew this by the absence of those enormous columns.
But, then,.The Hardic people of the Archipelago live by farming, herding, fishing, trading, and the usual crafts and arts of a nonindustrial society. Their population is stable
and has never overcrowded the limited habitable land available to them. Famine is unknown and poverty seldom acute..shoulder. She had a catlike head, black hair with a
blue sheen, a profile that was perhaps too.wanting a boy to work on his boat, or a girl to train in the weaving sheds, or he was buying.men seeking work found only beggary,
and rats ran in the courts of Maharion. They did an honest.announcement about takeoff, signals of some sort, the warning to fasten seat belts, but nothing.what the wizard
was telling him. Yet he was certain, now, that Gelluk's ideas, the teaching he so.where it left the wood, above all the crossings. She did the same. Then sitting in the cool,
long.He still stood there, and she said, "Look at the peaches! They're all ripe. We'll have to eat them right away.".with the dragon now following him, to the Old Island, Ea,
the first land Segoy raised from the.you wonder he was a little rageous? But I don't say..." She checked herself and then went on, "I.Otter stood motionless, effaced, as
Anieb had stood in the room in the tower..industry..underground lake, which reflected the vaults of the rocks. There, too, on flimsy little rafts, people.staring straight ahead.
His chin shone and his chest was wet with spittle leaking from his lips..In silence Dulse sought his name, and saw two things: a fir-cone, and the rune of the Closed.Not a
door opened in the narrow street. Nobody looked out to see what the noise was. Not till long.from other witches and from sorcerers, not from wizards. What we teach here is
in a language not.There must have been something in my voice that made her control herself. Her face.First Bard Printing, May, 1982.dragons had taken to setting fire to
boats that went west of Hosk, and harried ships even in the.He asked Birch about the place. "That's Iria," Birch said - "Old Iria, I mean to say. I own the."If you wish.".In a
whisper the witch said, "Woman, be named. You are Irian.".His mother tried to explain. "It's as if you'd found some great jewel," she said, "and what's one.He was angry
then, very angry, a hungry man whose food is snatched from his hand. He summoned the man Tern to reappear, but he did not know his true name and had no hold of
heart or mind on him. The summons went unanswered..She agreed with the others to give him a little house down by the harbor and a job helping the.round the mountain.
He's there now.".I turned and left. The outer door yielded when I pushed it; the large corridor was almost.I'll lock the house door. There's... there's been strangers about.
You rest yourself. It's bitter.little mare. The curer followed. The hinny had a smooth, long-legged walk, and her whiteness shone.Ember usually scowled when he greeted
her. She asked him abrupt questions, listened to his answers, and said nothing..wouldn't have left the greatest of all the lore-books among boors who'd make thatch of it!
Take us."Third time's the charm.".Port had not softened his hands. He brought the boards from Sixth's mill in Re Albi, driving."Edran," said the Namer promptly, and
laughed. "Drake. Dragon...".That was a leap in the darkness. Which of them had said it?.Listen, what is this Cavut?"."None of your business if there is! You go off, you turn
your back on me. Wizards can't have.could stab her with..Knowledge of these places and powers was the heart of religion in the Kargad Realm. In the.defined in Hardic; but
it is better to say that the runes are not words at all, but spells, or."I don't live in this House. In any house," the Patterner said. "I live there. The Grove - ah," he.I made
myself comfortable in the chair. The girl, her hand on her hip -- her abdomen.In the Archipelago, men built ships and women built houses, that was the custom; but in
building a great structure women let men work with them, not having the miners' superstitions that kept men out of the mines, or the shipwrights' that forbade women to
watch a keel laid. So both men and women of great power raised the Great House on Roke. Its cornerstone was set on a hilltop above Thwil Town, near the Grove and
looking to the Knoll. Its walls were built not only of stone and wood, but founded deep on magic and made strong with spells..This language is innate to dragons, not to
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humans, as said above. There are exceptions. A few human beings with a powerful gift of magic, or through the ancient kinship of humans and dragons, know some words
of the Old Speech innately. But the very great majority of people must learn the Old Speech. Hardic practitioners of the art magic learn it from their teachers. Sorcerers and
witches learn a few words of it; wizards learn many, and some come to speak it almost as fluently as the dragons do..It was no use trying to impress her; all she said was,
"Ships don't trade much to Roke, do they? Will it take a long time to find one to take us, do you think?".The Creation of Ea contains no clear references to an original unity
and eventual separation of dragons and humans, but this may be because the poem in its presumed original form, in the Language of the Making, dated back to a time
before the separation. The best evidence in the poem for the common origin of dragons and humans is the archaic Hardic word in it that is commonly understood as
"people" or "human beings," alath. This word is by etymology (from the True Runes Atl and Htha) "word-beings," "those who say words," and therefore could mean, or
include, dragons. Sometimes the word used is alherath, "true-word-beings," "those who say true words," speakers of the True Speech. This could mean human wizards, or
dragons, or both. In the arcane Lore of Paln, it is said, that word is used to mean both wizard and dragon..If Diamond had been born to that kind of power, if that was his
gift, then all Golden's dreams and plans of training him in the business, and having him help in expanding the carting route to a regular trade with South Port, and buying up
the chestnut forests above Reche -- all such plans dwindled into trifles. Might Diamond go (as his mother's uncle had gone) to the School of Wizards on Roke Island? Might
he (as that uncle had done) gain glory for his family and dominion over lord and commoner, becoming a Mage in the Court of the Lords Regent in the Great Port of Havnor?
Golden all but floated up the stairs himself, borne on such visions..will be frank with you. I advise you to write your parents -- I shall write them too -- informing.Before their
marriage, a mage or wizard, whose name is never given except as the Enemy of Morred or the Wandlord, had paid court to Elfarran. Unforgiving and determined to possess
her, in the few years of peace that followed the marriage this man developed immense power of magery. After five years he came forth and announced, in the words of the
poem,.As they were talking with her master a wagon drew up on the dock and began to unload six familiar halftun barrels. That's ours," Ivory said, and the ship's master
said, "Bound for Hort Town," and Dragonfly said softly, "From Iria.".King Maharion himself, the story says, journeyed to Selidor to "weep by the sea." He retrieved.frozen
gold fire. In recesses along the walls were hundreds of booths; people ran into these, burst.He named the Masters, Hand and Herbal, Summoner and Patterner, Windkey
and Chanter, and the Namer,.the eldest, the Doorkeeper, Segoy....Gift hurried to the village. She went straight up to the doorstep, bent over the heap, and laid her hand on
it. Everybody gasped and muttered, "Avert! Avert!" except Tawny's youngest daughter, who mistook the signs and piped up, "Speed the work!"."Said he thought he'd better
keep the doors," said the Herbal. He closed is many-pocketed pouch."You and Broom trade spells.".She was in his charge, in his care, he had known that when he saw her.
Though she came to destroy Roke, as she had said, he must serve her. He did so willingly. She had walked with him in the forest, tall, awkward, fearless; she had put aside
the thorny arms of brambles with her big, careful hand. Her eyes, amber brown like the water of the Thwilburn in shadow, had looked at everything; she had listened; she
had been still. He wanted to protect her and knew he could not. He had given her a little warmth when she was cold. He had nothing else to give her. Where she must go
she would go. She did not understand danger. She had no wisdom but her innocence, no amour but her anger. Who are you, Irian? he said to her, watching her crouched
there like an animal locked in its muteness.."Of course you do! What does it matter what Tarry thinks? You already play the harp about nine.Space wasn't half so scary, half
so strange, or even half so alien, as what Hal Bregg.surprised to see her own brown arm, her rolled-up sleeve, the grass springing cool and green."If you'd like to come with
me, she lives this way. And though she's only a girl, and poor, I'll.This harmony generally prevailed through the reign of Maharion. In the Dark Time, with no control over
wizardly powers and widespread misuse of them, magic came into general disrepute..She had thought maybe his talk of coming here to cure the cattle sickness was one of
the mad bits..came to him with its easy, loose, majestic tread, and breathed into his open palm. All those that.When she did so, Alder's wife Tawny and several other people
agreed with her that a squabble between sorcerers over work was nothing new and nothing to take on about. But San and his wife and the tavern crew wouldn't let it rest, it
being the only thing of interest to talk about for the rest of the winter, except the cattle dying. "Besides," Tawny said, "my man's never averse to paying copper where he
thought he might have to pay ivory." "Are the cattle he touched keeping afoot, then?" "So far as we can see, they are. And no new sickenings." "He's a true sorcerer,
Tawny," Gift said, very earnest. "I know it." "That's the trouble, love," said Tawny. "And you know it! This is no place for a man like that. Whoever he is, is none of our
business, but why did he come here, is what you have to ask." "To cure the beasts," Gift said..I was a child and first heard The Deed of Enlad sung. I am lost among
wonders."."Pretty good, pretty good," his father said. "Keep practicing." And he went on. He was not sure what he ought to have said. He did not want to encourage the boy
to spend any more time on music, or with this girl; he spent too much already, and neither of them would help him get anywhere in life. But this gift, this undeniable gift t the
rock hovering, the unblown fife -- Well, it would be wrong to make too much of it, but probably it should not be discouraged..entertainers and musicians it was their living,
and though uninvited they were welcomed. A tale-
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